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INTRODUCTION

In Years 10 and 11 at Aylesbury Vale Academy, students prepare for qualifications in Diplomas, E A Q C %q
_ I b @R @lissteignts follow a broad, balanced and relevant programme of study, which in  cludes the
core subjects and a range of additional subjects.

THE CORE SUBJECTS

All students take these subjects to full course GCSE: -

§ English
8 Mathematics
8 Science

All students will also follow programmes of study in the core: -

Citizenship — (Short Course GCSH
Physical Education

Religious Studies — (Short Course GCSE)
ICT - (OCR National)
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ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS

Students are also given the opportunity to express preferences for additional subjects. These have been
listed on the Options 20 10 grid. Students can select 1 Diploma from the top box plus 2 GC SEs from
coumnsDand E or 1 GCSE/BTEC from each block.

As far as is possible, we try to ensure that students get their first choices . The process of choosing subjects
will be explained at the Options E vening.

The College LPPM, Tutors and Career Advisor will help students to choose wisely, taking into account each
student's aptitudes, interests and perhaps choice of career.  The interim report issued in January should help
your son/daughter to make ani nformed choice for study in KS4.

| hope this booklet will help Year 9 students to prepare wisely for the next two years. If you have any
guestions, the staff at the school will be only too willing to help.

The deadline for retums to Mrs Froment is by Monday, 04 February 2010.

MR J JOHNSON
Principal



READY TO JUMP?

FMU RM K?I C WMSP BCA
Rfgg k_w ¢ rfc dgpgr r ckeceal detisions thaim

affect your future. This may sound very daunting but if you read this book
carefully and listen to the advice from your teachers, then it should not be too
difficult.

As you look through this booklet, do not reject ANY subject immediately.

- Read each subject carefully and ask yourself the follo wing gquestions:

-

._

- What subjects am | good at?
- What subjects do | really enjoy?
- Are there any specific subjects | need for my career choice?
- Do I need more advice?
- - Do | know exactly what is required from me?

Where can you get further help?

- Your form tutor
@ - Connexions (book yourself an appointment inthe  Library)

- Look up careers and subjects in the Library
- Your LPPM
Your Teachers

x - Your Parents

IMPORTANT:
There is an advice sheet at the end of this booklet.

Use this book and listen to your teachers to find out which doors can be opened by each

subject.
i :’Eé :



@e outline:

AQA new 2010 Specification.

exams and internal controlled assessments (which replace
written coursework) t hat explore a range of texts and ideas,
including poetry, drama and non -fiction.

™

This involves both external

ﬁVhaI type of career/
job can it prepare
you for?

Along with Maths this

is the most commonly
required qualification!

N

What type of
leaming/teaching is
mostly involved?

1 Whole class/group/
pair discussion.

A Writing for a variety
of purposes.

A Drafting of
controlled
assessments.

A Language analysis.

A Close reading of a
variety of Fiction
and Non -Fiction

\\mm.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
CORE

GCSE
40% Controlled Assessment

20% Speaking and Listening Coursework

40% Examination

/g%itMIm{;;:T\\

develop

Critical thinking .
Communication Skills .
Reading and understanding.
Writing for a variety of
purposes - including formal

I >

styles so valuable for those
university and job

\ applications.

Gntrolled Assessments \

involved:

Shakegpeare

Media

Exploring and producing
Creative Texts

Pre 20™ Century Text
3 Oral pieces of coursework /

ﬁ it possible to go on \

and study at a higher
level?

YES.

AS and A Level English
Language and Literature
is an exciting course that
builds on the skills studied
at GCSE and provides a

thought -provoking
annrnach to new idpa%

What do you need to do well in
order to be able to make the
most of this subject?

A Write accurately and when
appropriate, enterta iningly, in a
variety of styles.

A Participate in a range of
discussion tasks effectively.

A Be disciplined and self-
motivated when writing
coursework.

A Read thoughtfully, inferring
meaning b etween the lines and
“cgle _u_pc md
purpose and how it is achieved .

The top two English groups will also study
NClejggf Jgrcp_rspc®
This will be studied at GCSE standard.




@rse outline; \

Elements: Edexcel / \
1 2 terminal papers, together constituting EDEXCEL LINEAR &
MODULE:

50%.

9 Paper 1 - no calculator.
Paper 2 - with a calculator.

1 3 modular papers comprising 30% of
the marks (Groups 5 and 6).

1 Two tiers of entry
Higher Tier for Grades A* -D
Foundation Tier for grades C -G

\_ J
/Is it possible to \

go on and study
at a higher
level?

Groups 1 - 4: Take Linear
course.

Groups 5 - 6: Take Modular
course.

MATHEMATICS
CORE To continue with

A-level maths you

What type of

career/job need to pass with
can it prepare an A or B on the
you for? Higher Tier.

All

J

What do you need to do well \
in order to be able to make

the most of this subject  ?

A Number skills .

A The abilty to discuss and
justify your work .

A Perseverance

A A Calculator of your own .

A The willingness to learn and

What type of leaming/
teaching iS mostly
involved?

Trial and improvement methods .
Calculator skills .

A Accuracy. /

i remember key facts.
A Whole class teaching
A Group work .
A Discussion
A Identifying your own \ /
weaknesses
Working to deadlines.
Skills it will help you to develop N
A Active participation in leaming .
\ / A Initial analysis .
A Perseverance
A
A




@rse outline :

skils and

The additional

radioactivity, etc.

N

understanding
environmental, economic and safety aspects.

)

Science is a qualification
that all employees use as
a benchmark of success.

ﬂVhat type of
career/fjob scanit
prepare you for?

Many jobs specifically

need it including

What type of
leaming/teaching is
mostly involved?

Practical

ICT

Discussion
Problem solving
Thinking
Research

=A==

Students will be grouped into single or double
sdence based on academic ability.

Year 10 core science consists of biology,
chemistry and physics modules. Modules set in
the real world designed to develop practical

especially t he

science modules in Year 11
follows the same pattern, but in mo re depth ie

~

GCSE
DOUBLE SCIENCE

(21 Century Science)

engineering, health care,
forensics and electricians.
\ A

Skils it wil help you to \

%avelop
~>

A Scientific literacy A
understanding NEm
gagcl ac ump i

media and everyday life .
Practical skills - use of
scientific equipment.

Problem solving.

Numeracy. /

Year 11 - 3 x 40 minute exams,
1 x 45 minute exam on how science works
1 x Practical investigation worth 33%.

@ms and Coursework involved: \

Year 10 -coursework but 3 x 40 minutes
exams, 1 x 45 minute exam based on pre-
released material, a school -based case-
study project and a school -based practical
skills assessmentand data analysis .

/

Is it possible to go on \
and study at a higher
level?

Yes- ASA2 level
Human Biology,
Chemistry, Physics

/

What do you need to do
well in order to be able
to make the most of this
subject?

A Plot graphs from
practical data .

A Use data in a critical
way.

A Write accurately and
explain scientific facts
using the correct terms .

A Meet deadlines for work

A Find information and
evaluate its reliability .




Kurse outline:

communication,
amongst others.

debating,

N

At KS4, the citizenship course focuses on developing the skills
and understanding of being an informed citizen. Students are
encouraged to explore and discu ss their own opinions through

Contribute to and challenge social, political and ethical ideas
as a citizen in the different communities in which we live and
work; locally, nationally a nd internationally.

\

enquiry and critical thinking

\

/Assessment involved:

Written examination 40%
Controlled assessment 60% (a
Citizenship campaign on a

What  type of
career/ job can it
prepare you for?

Civil Service officer,
journalist,
occupational
psychologist, police
officer, social worker
solicitor, trade union

\ J

Nhat type of
leaming/teaching is

mostly involved?

A A mixture of whole
class and group based
teaching.

A Discussion work and

debate.

Written work .

Opportunites to use

> >

A Outside speakers.

ICT and video.

S

C itizenship
CORE

Skills it will help you to
develop

A To support your views
with  evidence and

argument .
A To evaluate the beliefs
of  others, gather

information and record
your findings .

A To understand many
issues which are
frequently in the news

and debated about .

chosen issue).

_

Is it possible to go on
and study at a higher
level?

A= level

A Level General Studies

Wy

What do you need to do

well in order to be able to

make the most of this

subject?

1 You need to be prepared
to listen to the views of
others and state your own

opinions calmly .

1 You need to respect other
ncmnj c%q "~ cj g
your findings .

1 Gooad literacy skill s are an
advantage.

Keep an interest on current
issues and affairs.




Course outline;

Students will get many options as part of core PE at the start of ﬁ)ursework involved: \
Year 10. We have 2 aims:

- to get more students a sports based accreditation ; JSLA - 1 hour practical

- to ensure students understand the impo rtance of a healthy assessment leading younger

lifestyle and the role of physical activity . students.

Qrsbclrq ugjj grsbw _ ~“ampc% n| Short Course - Personal
and health for life and, an option programme, choosing from a Exercise Programme.
number of the following:

- Junior Sports Leaders Award (JSLA)

- GCSE Short course.

N P —

Is it possible to go on\
and study at a higher
What type of career/job PHYSICAL EDUCATION level?
can it prepare you for? CORE
Community Sports Leaders

= =4 =4 -8 A \

Sport/Leisure Industry Award (CSLA); Level 1 and
Fire Service. 2 coaching qualifications;
Police/Armed Forces BTEC;

Teaching. A Level PE
Coaching/Officiating

in sport and physical

activity. \ /

i Any job/career in
which you will manage
and lead people .

1 Any job working with

children. , What do you need to do
Junior Sports Leaders wel | in order to be able to
make the most of this
subject?
You must:
1 Come to PE with a
mhat type of leaming/teaching positive attitude to find
is mostly involved? Skills it will help you to \ an area of the
develop curriculum YOU are
The course is heavily weighted interested in .
towards the practical aspects, but I Sporting techniques, f Be well organised.
students will be required to keep tactics and understanding . Be highly motivated .
log books and notes to achieve ' Knowedge of Health, 1 Enjoy working in groups
the JSLA qualifications. Fitness and Exercise 1 Beagood
1 Communication communicator
1 Organisation .
K /  Self-confidence and self
esteem.

\ﬂ Teamwork. /




@rse outline:

WJCE (short course)

The following units will be studied:

9 Identify and belonging .
1 Ourworld .
1 Isitfair?
1 Relationships.
What type of RELIGIOUS STUDIES
career/job can it
prepare you for? CORE
Any work with the
public, especially
la_pgle” n

such as, teaching,
nursing, social

umpi 19, ,
What type of

leaming/teaching is
mostly involved?

A A mixture of whole class
and group based
teaching.

A Discussion
debate.

A Written work .

A Opportunities to use ICT

work and

A Outside speakers.

and video .

GCSE SHORT COURSE
100% examination (1 exam)

Skills it will help youé\
develop

A To support your views with
evidence and argument .

A To evaluate the beliefs of
others, gather information
and record your findings .

A To understand many
issues which are frequently
in the news and debated

)

C oursework involved:

NONE

Is it possible to go on
and study at a higher
level?

A - level

Full course GCSE is an

option

What do you needto  do well
in order to be able to make
the most of this subject?

1 You need to be prepared to
listen to the views of others
and state your own opinions
calmly.

1 You need to respect other

ncmnj c%q "~ cjgc
your findings .

1 Good literacy skills are an
advantage.




@ outline:

students a wide range of exciting

S~

OCR Level 2 Nationals in ICT are flexible, attainable qualifications in ICT
which relate directly to the needs of employers.

Together, they give
options in prepara tion for the

workplace or higher education. These gualifications will provide the skills,
knowledge and understanding needed to start work, or progress to
further study and is therefore suited to all individuals, especially those
who are not quite sure wha t path they would like their career to take.

What type of career/job can it prepare
you for?

These qualifications are designed to enable
candidates to enter employment at
operative or trainee level within a wide
range of business environments. Such
candidates  would normally  enter
employment through a work -related training
programme. This programme can lead to
many specialised careers including film
production, advertising and marketing,
product design, broadcasting and the music
industry. ~ Other units pr ovide a solid
introduction to technical areas such as ICT
system management, diagnostics and
repair.

mc possible to go on and study

at a higher level?

These qualifications have been
designed to aid progression to GCE
ICT or GCE Computing. They will
also provide a basis for progression
to other qualifications at Level 3 of
the Nat ional Qualifications

Framework.
[ What type of %

leaming/teaching is
mostly involved?

Group teaching
Research
Presentation

Individual work /

/ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

\ﬁ oursework involved:

~

This course is 100%
coursework. You will have to
complete 2  coursework
assignments. Unit 1 Skills for
Business and Unit 20
Animation. These 2 units are
worth the equivalent of 1

GCSEIinICT.

W
ICT
CoreICT

Skills it will help you to
develop

A Knowledge of different
technologies that exist in
society today.

A Howto plan, create and
present your work in a
professional manner

A ICT skills.

A Communication skills .

J

hat qualifications

OCR NATIONALS IN ICT
100% Coursework What do you need to do well in

orderto be a ble to make the

most of this subject?

A Good basic knowledge of ICT
= Level 5 in Maths, English and
ICT are essential.

A

will you gain?

National First Award
(worth 1 GCSE)

N

Commitment and enthusiasm
and a general interest in the
world at work.

A A commitment to producing
high quality coursework is
needed as this is 100%

coursework.




OPTION CHOICES

Contents:

1 BTEC Art & Design

1 BTEC Dance

1 GCSE Design & Technology - Food Technology
1 GCSE Design & Technology -~ Graphics
1 GCSE Design & Technology - Resstant Materials
1 GCSE Design & Technology - Textiles
1 GCSE Equivalent Frenchand/or Spanish
1 GCSE Geography

1 GCSE History

1 OCR IT NATIONAL

9 BTEC Travel and Tourism

9 BTEC Media

1 BTEC Art, Design and Media

1 GCSE Music

1 BTEC Performing Arts (Drama)

1 GCSE Religious Educdion

1 BTEC Sport

1 Diploma - Active Sport

1 Separate Science

1 Diploma - IT

1 GCSE Sociology



%ourse outline:

You will learn how to:
Draw

Paint
Collage
Print

Sculpt

E R I T ]

ﬁhal type of career/job
can it prepare you for?
Photographer
Fashion Designer
Jewellery Designer
lllustrator

Set Designer
Theatre Designs

Printer
Architecture

= =8 =4 =8 =4 -8 -8 A

/

What type of leaming/teaching
is mostly involved?

A Individual practical work
A Research tasks

A Independent experimentation

N

/

_/

\ %oursework involved: \

This is an exciting, fun and rewarding
course. You will complete 4 core units and
2 specialist units.

You will need to have a sketchbook, your
own equipment and be prepared to work in
your own time.

You will have regular homework .

_

Is it possible to go on and \
study at a higher level?

Yes

ART & DESIGN
OPTION

AS and A2 Levels
BTEC College Courses
Foundation Course

BA Degree

/

What do you need to do \
o : ¢ well in order to be able to
— — ' make the most of this

In
Art and Design A Be hard working,
conscientious and
committed!
A Kmgr ~qigjjaq!
A"rcaflgoscqg%
Why choose Art? \ ) learned .
A KS3 Level 5.

A Develop your visual
understanding of the K /
world around you.

A Look at the work of other

artists, both contemporary
and from the past.

N /




@rse outline: \

Mainly practical course looking at the
compositional elements of both solo and group
dances.

Study of set dances and understanding of themes
of professional works.

md mul _|I b mrf

?1 _j wagaq

@us styles of dance.
AVhat type of \

career/j obcanit
prepare you for?

9 Dance Teacher
1 Performer
1

Performing arts

industry %
l\ %
What type of
learmning/teaching is mostly

involved?

1 Mainly practical work.
1 Each week there will be a “> ]
theory lesson where written ) -
work will be undertaken. BTEC First Certificate

1 Written, research
homework will be set on a
weekly basis. (This must
be completed as the marks
may be taken into

W
\

Eigi?ﬁ;?gﬁn&yagf Skills it will help you to ou'_[s_tandmg dancer, but
develop ability and strength to
perform are necessary .
1 Choreography
1 Dance appreciation
1 Confidence/Self Esteem
1 Your own dance style

@ sework involved: \

1 Solo - 2 pieces - set study (set by exam board)
and own composition .

9 Group piece - choreographed by students and
teacher.

1 Written piece explaining solo .

NB. Cost of dance visits between £5 and £30 per

DANCE
OPTION

¥
‘ {

J

100% Coursework

year.

=

Is it possible to go on and
study at a higher level?

\

1 Alevel
1 BTEC
1 Degree

_

What do you needto  do well

in order to be able to make

the most of this subject?

1 You must have enjoyed or
achieved a good level in PE
Dance.

1 You must be prepared to
take part and have the
confidence to  perform

)l

i

/

barefoot in front of others .
You must be willing to learn
new skills.

M You do not need to be an

/




Course outline: \
You will learn about a variety of food materials,  processes and

production methods that apply not only in the domestic situation
but also in industry, where manufacturing techniques are
applied as well as design and market influences . You will
investigate the physical and chemical properties of starch,
sugar, protein and fat and understand the factors that influence
flavour, colour, volume, shape and taste. You will demonstrate
the ability to make a food product by manipulating various
ingredients in appropriate amounts using utensils and
equipment safely to achieve the desired criteria.

N

What type of DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

career/job can it
orepae you for? Food Technology

Chefs OPTION

Nutritionists

Food designer
Food Technologist
Food scientists
Sports industry
professionals -
fitness instructors

NN == 4

=8 =& =4 -4 -8 -4

GCSE- Single Tier entry
60% Controlled Assessment

40%Examination

ﬁhat type of
learning/teaching is mostly

involved?

Skills it will help you to

. , - lop?
1 Mainly practical activity - develop

significant amount of
cooking involved
Experimental work
Research based learning
Group work

Design Tasks

\ /

1 Cooking for yourself
and a family in the
future

1 Research skills

9 Understanding and

\ justify choices

E R E R

Controlled Assessment :

Year 10 - constitutes of six mini
projects which focuses on specific
stages of the design process.

Year 11 - The controlled assessment
element is a major project. A single
design-and-make activity selected
from a choice of set tasks, consisting
of the development of a made
outcome and a concise design folder
and appropriate ICT evidence. The
student will have to purchase any
materials used, and work will be
submitted for assessment. It is
expected that students should spend
approximately 45 hours on this
activity.

Is it possible to go on \
and study at a higher

level?

Yes, A levels and
college courses in
catering and more
scientific food studies

/

What do you need to do well in
order to be able to make the
most of this subject?
1 Enthusiasm
9 Prepared to think for yourself
1 Anwillingness to produce lots
of ideas and a determination
to
produce quality products.
1 Youwill have to provide/buy
materials for major cooki ng
projects.
Creativity and artistic flair.
Minimum grade - KS3 level

5aléc

=a =4




Course outline:
Graphic Products is a course that encourage s students to be

able to design and make products with creativity and
originality, using a range of graphic and modelling

materials. Students will be enthused and challenged by the
range of practical activities possible. They will be
encouraged to learn through images to use, understand and
apply colour and design, to develop spatial concepts, and to
understand graphic materials and the ir manipulation. They
will desigh and make product(s) using a graphic media and
new technologies to prepare them for the world of work. ~ You
will use a range of techniques and ICT including CAD to
generate and develop, model and communicate design
proposals. You will also learn to match materials and
components with tools, equipment and processes and use

these safely in both two and three dimensional work . /

What type of
career/job can it

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
Graphic Products
OPTION

prepare yo u for?

1 Graphic
designers

1 Architects

1 Draughting

1 Model design

\ J

NVhaI type of

leaming/teaching is Skills it will help you to
mostly involved? develop
9 Practical skills exercises 1 2D and 3D drawing
9 Designing and making skills

projects Colour and shading
1 Focussed individual CAD

practical tasks Printing methods
Gathering and
K / presenting

information

Card fabrication
Research and

=a =4 =4 =4

= =4

\ designing /

GCSE Course -~ Single T ier entry
60% Controll ed Assessment
40% Examinatio

Controlled Assessment

Year 10 - Likely to undertake 3 different
design & make projects. Homework will
be related to the projects the students are
involved in or specifically to do with the
exam syllabus.

Year 11 - Anintern ally assessed and
externally moderated single design -and-
make activity selected from a range of
task set by AQA, consisting of a 3 -
dimensional outcome and a concise
design folder and appropriate ICT
evidence. It is expected that students
should spend about 45 hours on this
activity. As part of the evidence submitted,
students should include photographs of
the finished products as well as
photographs at various stages of the
process.

Is it possible to go\
on and study at a
higher level?

Yes, A level,

College course,
Apprenticeships and

degree level

What do you need to do well

in order to be able to make

the most of this subject?

1 Enthusiasm

91 Prepared to think for
yourself

1 Awillingness to produce
lots of ideas and a
determination to
produce guality designs.

1 You may have to
provide/buy materials for
major project s such as the
design project.

1 Minimum grade - KS3 Level
\ 5a/6c /




@e outline: \

Resistant Materials has been designed to encourage
students to be able to design and make products with
creativity and originality, using a range of materials and
techniques. Students will be enthused and challenged be
the range of practical activites possible. A working
knowledge of woods, metals, plastics and composite
materials will be required, but other materials may be used
in addition. New Technologies are encouraged within
resistant materials and advances in industry will be covered
within this course.

N

What type of
career/job can it
prepare you for?

process, the
identification of
problems and of then
solving them.
Examples: Craftsman,
designer, special
effects, draughts
person using CAD

Controlled Assessment :

Year 10 - A number of FPT (focused
practical tasks) to learn skills which are
then applied to a design and make
assignment. Homework will be related to
the projects the students are involved in or
specifically to do with the exam syllabus.
Year 11 - The controlled assessment is a
major project . The students will be given
45 hours to complete a comprehensive
design folder and practical piece of work .
The student will have to purchase any
materials used, and work will be
submitted for assessment.

N

Al oba/earcors il DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
benefit from s tudents Resistant Materials
having been involved

with the design OPTION

Is it possible to go\
on and study at a
higher level?

Yes

College courses
Apprenticeships

A levels

/

\

y

GCSE Course - Single Tier entry
60% Controlled Assessment (80% Folder work

What type of

20% Practical)
40% Examination

leaming/teaching is mostly
involved?
1 Arange of learning styles
9 Presentation,
demonstration, discussion
Supervised practical tasks
Paired and group
activities
1 Problem solving tasks and
comparison of products.
 Useoficeto
communicate ideas and
aid research.

1
1

Skills it will help you to
develop

Research, communication
(CAD/CAM), problem
solving and practical skills
- students will learn to use
a range of materials and
tools with accuracy and
skill.

Working individually and
collaboratively.

\

/

What do you need to do well in

order to be able to make the

most of this subject?

9 Enthusiasm

91 Prepared to think for yourself

1 Awillingness to produce lots
of ideas and a determination
to
produce guality products.

1 You may have to provide/buy
materials for major projects
such as the design and make
coursework project.

1  Minimum grade - KS3 Level
5a/6c




