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settling Into Preschool

1:1 Home Visits-

_j b * we will contact you to arrange a suitable time.
- Two of our Key carer practioners will come to
chat, talk through our ‘getting to know you’

guestionnaire, and a chance to play and get to
know your child.

Example September Timetable for the If your child is starting in January or after
ma}ﬂy ?jfu‘ir cohort Easter, we will also arrange 1:1
T Vot gt A,y S v e o meetings, settle sessions in setting and
S92 wa sm wua 922 transition sessions to help your child to feel

happy and secure at preschool.

Prior to new Academic year, there will be a
summer picnic- date tbc

Meet their new friends, a chance to chat to the
team and for parents to get to know each other
before they start.




What will 1t be I|k
IN Preschool?

Learning through play

Huge emphasis on Communication and Language

. . < A s Y ‘ AN \ . ‘
Learning independence - AL ¢ ﬁ\\\‘\\\\\ \\\\\.

Bespoke curriculum for our AVA learners

Planning linked to children’s interests



Different areas
within the indoor
and outdoor area

A homely, cosy
environment with a
calm, neutral decor

Time to learn
through play

Carefully planned
or provision based
on the children’s
interests and
curricular skills

Quality authentic
resources
accessible by the
children to aid
curiosity

Language rich
environment

Resources
enhanced
throughout each
week according to
what the children
have engaged in




Evidence Me

Login details will be Download the app in
emailed to you. Android or Apple format.

See your child’s lovely
learning throughout the
year.

A way of you
communicating with us.

evidence




Background

The Department for Education is to change the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) in 2

Currently some schools (Early Adopters) are taking part in a trial in 2020 — 2021. The gave
says the changes will improve outcomes for all children, but particularly the language and lit
outcomes for disadvantaged children and reduce teacher workload.

The proposals are intended to:

Make all 17 ELGs clearer, more specific and easier for teachers to make accurate
judgements

\

Focus on strengthening language and vocabulary development to particularly support
disadvantaged children

Strengthen literacy and numeracy outcomes to ensure all children have a good grasp
of these areas of learning in preparation for year 1

Ensure they reflect the strongest predictors of future attainment.

e

Ensure the ELGs are based on the latest evidence in childhood development




Seven Key Features of
Effective Practice

‘ The very best for every child

‘ High quality care

‘ The curriculum — what we want children to learn

regulation and executive function




The New EYFS
Curriculum Framework

» Three Prime Areas » Four Specific Areas
Il Communication and
Language

Expressive

Literacy

Personal, Social and

Emotional Development

Mathematics
mm Physical Development
17 Early Learning Goals in Total Understanding
the World

e

Arts and
Design




Pre-Phonics

Children learn a great deal from other people. As parents and carers you are your child’
have a powerful influence on your child’s early learning. From a very early age your chilc
experience a wide range of activities and experiences (for example, singing and saying rhy
listening to music, listening to them and joining in conversations, painting and pretend pla
early reading and writing skills.

knowledge in freely chosen activities.

If you can be involved in helping your child, we know it can make a big difference to your chi

Following is further information about pre-phonics. i T
Read Wirite Inc:



Pre-phonics - seven interlinking p

Environmental sounds

Instrumental sounds

Body percussion

Rhythm and rhyme

Alliteration (words that begin with the same sound)

Voice sounds

Oral blending and segmenting




Your child will be learning to:

-

spunos
UM unjaney

develop their

vocabulary




Mathematics

Children benefit from daily high-quality
opportunities to learn mathematics.

Maths opportunities across all areas —even the
snack table!

Small group focus activities

Planning based on the White Rose scheme of
work and NCETM Number blocks with Maths
Mastery.

A focus on problem solving as well as
acquisition of basic skills




You are a super role- model!

Love from Preschool Team! 4

First priority is
settling childrenin,
setting expectations

and creating a whole
class ethos and
culture

Attachment aware,
incredibly nurturing
and focus primarily
on praise and
reward

We will give children
various opportunities
to share their
amazing work

Behaviour policy is
available on school
website

kindness and
helpfulness

There will be Star of

the Day and Stars of

the Week awards in
the summer term

We have a special
friend called Lola the
leopard who helps us

to be a good role

examples of good
behaviour

There will be a visual
behaviour system —
where the children
can tell you they are

ready to learn




Lola, Lola, use your paw,
you can count... 1,2 3,4

N &

You are a super role- model!

Love from Preschool Team! =

Celebrat
Children’s Le

We will constantly celebrate and\she
learning through:

s | olaleopard

B Star of the day certificates

s  Displays

B Sharing Wow moments with parents on Evidence Me

B Sharing our floor books and proud box

Bl Regular updates, including newsletters
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Parent Partn :-‘

We want you to be very involved with your child’s learning

You are your child’s first educator and know them best

Open door policy

Please share things you have done at home with your child

Displays in the classroom — WOW moments at home

Stay and Play Sessions

Contributing on Evidence me

e

Reading stories with your child is so important

Family projects will be sent home occasionally




Uniform

All children in Preschool are required to wear full school uniform.

We request that no jewellery is worn, children with pierced ears
should wear simple studs.

Please tie your child's hair back, this is for safety and to prevent
possible spreading of head lice.

We also request that you provide your child with:

O A named bag with at least a spare change of clothes,
underwear and socks.

O Asun hat in hot weather, (please apply sun cream before
arriving) and hat, gloves and scarf in cold weather.

O A warm, waterproof coat.

0 Welly boots —we play outside whatever the weather!




L

EYFS L ear n I n g (I:E;(S;Cc):ir’i;%vith fneussy play Imagin

water with gli

)

Sensory experiences are central to our

provision, which means that children often engage in  5€!NY _
messy play. creative with
paints

A messy uniform at the end of the day means your

child has been learning ! . :
Investigating materials

Exploring In the mud kitchen

Learning to

Using design

Eating healthy
foods

Investigating
materialsin

Using design
skills with glue

-

Learning to sh



SEND |

0 We want every child to make outstanding progress, whatever his
or her starting point, and the style of learning in the EYFS means
that a great deal of what we do is tailored to the individual needs and

interests of each child. In addition to this, some pupils also require
specialist support and planning.

d In our Preschool and Reception, we use basic Makaton signs,

visual cards, visual timetables, now and next boards, support
cushions, fiddle toys, sensory toys a quiet area in the book corner
and intervention groups and observations to support individual
children’s needs. If your child requires additional support at any point
during their time in the EYFS, we will draft an Assess-Plan-Do-
Review (APDR) document detailing how we intend to support your

child’s needs. This will be shared with you and you will have an
opportunity to contribute.

Our school SEN
Mrs Jefford.

O Please let your child’s teacher or your Key Carer know about any

concerns you may have and if your child has a previously identified
special educational needs or disabilities. We are here to help!




Attendance Matters

Full attendance is vital for your child’s educational progress. Research has shown there\is
an overwhelming connection between those pupils who are frequently absent and those
who go on to underachieve in their future.

Tips for good school attendance:

If your child is
off Preschool,
you must let the

Good habits,
establish good
routines, such
as going to bed

on time.

Take all
holidays during
the school
holiday periods.

Preschool know
why and tell
them when they
can expect your
child back.




Arrival at School

At Aylesbury Vale Academy our aim is for your child to settle into the Early Years
Foundation Stage as happily as possible.

o™
.........

L The Preschool gate opens at 8.30am for AM and full-time children
and 12.30 for the PM children. Amember of staff will greet you there.

O Children come in through the gate with their parent/ carer, put away
their things, and go to their classes independently., where they will
checked in on entry.

r

O Children are then encouraged to choose an activity to enable them to
settle into the school day.

O Over time, we encourage all children at AVA to become independent
learners.




Collecting Your Child from Presc

O Please try to be prompt collecting your child from preschool.
O In order to keep your child safe, staff will only release children to authorised adults.

O In the event that you are delayed and cannot get to school in time, please telephone the
school as soon as it is possible to do so. We will ask you to provide contact details for 3 people
with permission to collect you child. These details need to be provided with a secure password
that can be used by these people to confirm their identity.

O Please let us know if someone who is not on your child’s ‘permission to collect’ list is coming
to collect your child at the end of the session —we will need you to tell us their name and
describe them or, if possible, show us a photo of them.

O Please provide us with a password that we can ask the person for when they arrive to
confirm their identity.

O Please note that if someone who is not on your child’s ‘permission to collect’ list comes to
collect your child and you have not informed us; we will contact you to confirm they have your |
permission before we can allow them to leave with your child. |

O If we are unable to get in contact with you, we will need to contact someone else on the
‘permission to collect’ list to come and collect your child instead.

O Please refer to our Preschool Policy for Late fees



Medical

U Please let your child’s teacher or your Key Carer know about if your child has any medic

O We can only administer medicines detailed on a healthcare plan and these medicines
labelled and have been prescribed by a doctor.

QO If your child is unwell with a temperature, sickness or diarrhoea please keep them at hon
until all symptoms have disappeared. Please also contact the school to let us know you ch
attending every day that your child is off sick.

COVID-19

O Please do not send your child into school if they have a persistent cough, high temperature
sense of taste or smell. Please refer to our whole school policy.



Snacks

O A healthy snack of fresh fruit, vegetables and a carbohydrate (i.e. a |
breadstick, toast or crackers) is served every day in the Early Years, together
with a drink of milk or water.

0 As well as helping your child to maintain his or her energy levels through |
the session, this provides an opportunity to learn about healthy eating
habits.

O Although we fully support snack times, we also encourage the children to
be as independent as possible washing their hands, pouring their own

milk/water and choosing their snack.
Hydration

/
Milk

O All children in EYFS are eligible to receive a free drink of milk until their 5th
Birthday. Aft
Water

this.

O In addition to snack time, children have independent access to drink water
throughout the day. Please provide a named water bottle for your child to suppo




Home visits

At the meeting we
will:

Go through the
'‘Getting to know
you' questionnaire

A Key Carer will play

with your child, and

get to know them as
you as you chat

Talk about your
child’s interests and
what they would
like to see out in
our provision.

Talk through what
they will do when
they arrive at
school each
morning.

Answer any
guestions you or
your child has

Please provide a
family photo to put
on the family wall

in preschool

Prepare a box of
special things, all
about your child, to
share with their
class




What can you do before you sta

O Talk to your child about Preschool and all the positive
aspects.

O Look at the pictures of the environment with your child.
O Watch the welcome videos with your child.
O Watch the story telling videos and talk about them.

O Share happy memories together that you can share with
school.

O Children start school with a range of experiences and their
teacher will be skilled at helping them to progress from their
individual starting points.

O You can find more useful information in the Parent
partnership pack.




Ten top things to enjoy before yo
child starts Preschool

O Learn a new song or nursery rhyme each week.
O Enjoy sharing a book together every day.
O Visit the library regularly and choose books to take home.

0 Play with empty boxes —Where does your imagination take
you?

O Draw pictures of things you have enjoyed doing together.

U Go on a nature walk -What can you see, hear, touch and
smell?

O Visit your local park —What will you discover together?

Q Play | spy —~What colours, numbers and letters can you
see?

O Enjoy play dates with old friends and new.

O Collect objects in a bag or a jar and make time to count
them again and again.




Common concerns

A child starting at their first Preschool is an exciting event. It will be part of your child’s firs'

towards independence and this can sometimes cause anxiety.

As EYFS Practitioners we work hard to ensure our approach is reassuring and helpful to both
your child. Common concerns we can help with include...

Anxiety about your child
being safe or what will
happen if they child feel
upset, unwell or gets
hurt.

Practical concerns
about whether
your child will be able to
find the toilet or ask for
something they need.

Being unsure about
what happens day to
day in the setting and

particularly on a child’s

first day.

Worries about whether
your child will make
friends, be alone or be
led astray

Feeling upset or
emotional about being
separated from or
leaving’ your child,
especially if the child
becomes upset or
distressed.

Feeling nervous about

approaching staff and

not wanting to appear
fussy.

THESE ARE ALL
NORMAL and we are
pd here to support you!

Uncertainty about who
to talk to if you have
concerns




Contacting us

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to ask.

O You can contact Mrs Clark.via emaill at avapreschool@theacademy.me

O (please include your child’s name at the beginning of the email so we know who to
direct the enquiry to).

U Telephone us direct on 01296 255392 leaving a clear message, child’'s name, your
message and contact details.

Q Alternatively, you can phone the school on 01296 674263 and the message will be
passed to us.

And finally,

We want to make starting preschool a positive and happy event. Our aim is to work in
partnership with you, to help your child achieve the very best they can.

We look forward to meeting you and your child and welcoming you to th
Academy Primary Phase!


mailto:avapreschool@theacademy.me

