
 
 

 

 

PARENT BULLETIN No. 70 

25th November 2022 
 
Welcome… 
You will see from this week’s bulletin Christmas edges ever closer! 

I am not sure I’ve done all my Christmas shopping yet, but the 
Christmas tree in reception, the Christmas Jumper day on Friday 9th 
December, and the school Carol Concert on Wednesday 14th 
December remind me that I need to get myself organised.  

These are just two events that are happening between now and 
Christmas, and as always things seem to get busier and busier 
towards the end of term. This is where we need our students to be 
resilient and the support of parents to make sure school routines are 
followed. I hope you are able to attend some of these events, and 
support our wonderful students.  

Finally, for all our Year 11 parents, our Sixth Form Open Evening is 
on Tuesday 8th December from 5pm to 7pm. Even if students are 
thinking of other destinations after Year 11, it is best to keep their 
options open and visit as many of these events as possible.  

Have a great weekend.  

 

Gavin Gibson 
Academy Principal 

Contacting the School: 
Year 7: year7enquiries@theacademy.me Year 8: year8enquiries@theacademy.me 

Year 9: year9enquiries@theacademy.me Year 10: year10enquiries@theacademy.me 

Year 11: year11enquiries@theacademy.me Post 16: post16@theacademy.me 

Key Links: 
Secondary website Parents’ evenings EduLink One Trips/Lunch money 

                                                        



 
KS4 Performance  
The Drama Department would like to invite you to our KS4 performance of The 
Static by Davey Anderson. Performances are on Wednesday 7th & Thursday 
8th December in the Main Hall. Tickets (£5) can now be purchased via the 
school’s Parent Pay system. 

Christmas Concert 
The Aylesbury Vale Academy all through 
Christmas Carol Concert will be taking place on 
Wednesday 14th December in the Main Hall 
from 6.30pm - 7.30 pm. 

This will be the first time we have had a live 
Christmas Concert since December 2019 and 

we are looking forward to being able to celebrate Christmas with you all 
again. 

This is a free event and will involve students from both Primary and 
Secondary phases performing Christmas Songs and Carols. We look 
forward to seeing you there for this festive event!  

Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 9th December 

This year we will hold AVA Christmas 
Jumper Day on Friday 9th December 

in aid of the charity Save The 
Children, so please wear your 

favourite Christmas jumper to school 
along with the usual school uniform. 

We will have spare Christmas 
jumpers at school if you would like to 

take part and borrow one of ours. 

 

 

 

The Countryside Code 
Our location places us on the doorstep of some beautiful countryside, 
and it’s the duty of everyone in our community to ensure our 
surroundings are respected.  

Please could you ensure your children are aware of the importance of 
properly disposing of any litter they create on their way home from 
school, and of making sure that all gates are kept shut unless they are 
in use.  

Gates should not be tied open as this can allow livestock to escape, 
which can cause problems for both farmers and the local community. 
Thank you for your support with this.  

 



 
MIND Fundraising 
Sixth Formers will be running a pair of 
events next week to raise money for mental 
health charity MIND.  

On Monday 28th November, there’s a 
Movie Night in the Main Hall, with Kung Fu 
Panda screening from 3pm – 4.30pm. 

Entry costs £5 per person payable on entry, 
with popcorn and drinks also on sale. All 
proceeds will go to MIND.  

Then on Tuesday 29th November there’ll 
be a Sweet Sale in the Main Hall at break 
time, and the Atrium at lunch time. Sweet 
cones will cost £2 each. 

Flu jabs for Years 7, 8 and 9 
All parents and carers of students in Years 7, 8 and 9 should have 
received a letter and information leaflet about flu jabs via email.  

The vaccination programme is in place to help protect your child against 
flu, which can be an unpleasant illness and sometimes causes serious 
complications. 

This year, with COVID-19 in circulation, it’s more important than ever that 
eligible groups are vaccinated to protect them from flu.  

The free intra-nasal flu vaccine is the most effective protection for your 
child against flu.  However, if in the past you have refused the intra-nasal 
vaccine due to porcine gelatine content, we are now able to offer an 
alternative injectable flu vaccine which is porcine-free.   
Please take the time to read the letter and leaflet, before completing the 
online form to give or decline consent. Please note that the form must 
be completed even if you do not wish your child to be vaccinated.  

GCSE History trip to Berlin – NEW DATES  
Please be advised we have had to change the dates of this trip due to flights being cancelled by the airline. 
Our new dates are Wednesday 1st - Friday 3rd February 2023. The change in date does not affect costs or 
itinerary, and students should come to school as normal on January 15h, 17th and 18th.   

If you have yet to give your passport details, please do here. This is a matter of urgency so your child 
can be included on our trip to the Reichstag. Details can be submitted here, and passports should be 
handed in to Mrs Michhiana by Wednesday 18th January for safe-keeping.  

Hoodies can be ordered via the same Microsoft form and paid for on ParentPay. If these are required, 
payment should be made by Friday 2nd December to guarantee order.   

Subject Superstars  
This week’s History Hero is Khadeeja B in Year 10. Khadeeja always gets on with 
her work quietly, and while never seeking reward for this she is aspirational and really 
want to do well.  

 



 
Home School Agreement 
We are working hard to ensure that parents and carers are fully 
involved in their child's education, and that each child fully 
understands their own role in promoting a culture that centres 
around their learning, focusing on our three key values of 
Respect, Aspiration and Resilience 
In order to support our commitment to your child, we are asking 
you to read and agree to our Home School Agreement, which 
can be found attached to this email or on our website, here. 
The Home School Agreement underlines the roles, 
responsibilities, and expectations of students, parents and the 
School. 
Once you have read the Agreement, please complete this short 
Microsoft Form to confirm you understand and agree to uphold 
the expectations it outlines. 

Odd Socks Day for Children in Need 
Thanks to the kind donations of those who wore Odd Socks to 
school, we have raised £166.49 for Children in Need.  
 

Careers 
Amazing 
Apprenticeships 
In episode four of Amazing Apprenticeships’s podcast, Rachel 
Burden is joined by Sporting Futures founder Jill Eaton and her 
son Tommie, who launched Bambuu Brush, to discuss why it's so 
important for parents, to keep an open mind when it comes to their 
kids' futures. You can listen here. 

The Parent Perspective podcast was created to help parents and 
carers support their children in making more informed career 
decisions with greater confidence, knowledge and understanding.  

There’s also a trove of information about apprenticeships in their latest 
Parent Pack, which you can find here. 

Online Careers and Work Experience 
Over the coming weeks we have a range of online careers and 
work experience days for students aged 14-18 to take part in, 
helping students find out more about their possible future 
careers and take part in interactive sessions where they can 
gain experience to help in their university applications. 
The schedule is as follows: 
Saturday November 26th - Vet Career Day 
Saturday December 3rd - Law Career Day 
Saturday December 10th - Science Career Day 
Saturday December 17th - Arts Career Day 

Students can visit www.careerdays.co.uk to choose their sessions. 



 

Mrs Weedon says… It’s been another busy week for Year 7 
with a packed tutor programme, after school activities and lessons. We have had lots 
of praise for our students who have been demonstrating the school values, in 
particular their resilience adapting to secondary school.   
Our students have really embraced academy life and have been taking full 
advantage of the opportunities available. The Youth Social Action projects started up 
this week and 40 Year 7s have volunteered to be involved in planning the project. 
We also have several Year 7 students that are anti-bullying ambassadors, litter 
picking ambassadors and on the school parliament. We are very proud of how they 

have made themselves such key members of the school community. 
Students must make sure to write their timetables in their planners 
so they have a spare copy if they lose it or have left it at home. It is 
very important that all students arrive to lessons on time to make a 
prompt start to their learning. PE kit must be brought in when they 
have PE lessons. 
This week in tutor time year 7 continued with the literacy 
programme, Read to Succeed, getting closer to their bronze 
awards. This is in addition to looking at the Word of the Week, 
where they get achievement points if they can use the word in a 
sentence throughout the day.  They also completed part of their 
careers booklet, look at the skills they want to improve for future 
job prospects. Assembly this week was based on careers and 
focussed on STEM careers and all the different path ways 
available to our young people. Mrs Marina deliver a fantastic 
assembly on looking at GCSEs, BTECs, and A Levels and who 
can help them with their options in the coming years. 
Dates for you Diaries: 
Friday 9th December Christmas Panto (Aladdin) Payments to be made on ParentPay 
Thursday 4th May Parents’ Evening 

Year 7 Academy Values Awards 

   
Dihein W 
Effie D 

Tianna H 
Tommy L 

Mustapha S 
Laila M 

Tamzin W 
Dario S 

Bethany W 
Callum W 
Maisie W 

Emilija S 
Albie B 

Marley P 
Zara W 
Alice M 

Miley O’H 
Amir C 

Ingrid CS 
Chloe W 
Mollie B 

Jessica M 

Megan P 
Abigale D 
Imaan J 

Penelope B 
Rebecca I 
Maddie M 

Ava W 
Freddy D 
Samira K 
Manha I 

Sophia B 



 
 

 
Any enquiries, please contact year7enquiries@theacademy.me  
Mrs Weedon and the Year 7 Team 

Weekly Form Competition 
Form Achievement Points: 

1. Faraday 3 
2. Faraday 2 
3. Nobel 1 

Individual Achievement Points: 
1. Emilija S 
2. Imogen S 

3. Muhammed N 

Form Attendance (%): 
1. Franklin 2 – 96.67% 
2. Faraday 1 – 96.3% 

3. 96.15% 

Honourable Mentions: 
1. Anti-bullying Ambassadors 

2. Student Parliament 

 

Ms Dutson says… It was a pleasure to see so many of our Year 
8s wearing their Odd Socks last Friday, getting involved in raising awareness and 
funds for Children in Need. We had everything from stripy to mix and match with staff 
getting involved to! 
Flu immunisations will be taking place on the 15.12.22, please do take the time to 
read the letter and provide your consent or declination quoting the Academy’s code: 
EE135879 
Recently the Academy sent a link to our Home School Agreement, we would urge 

that this is read and signed as a priority. Further details and the link are included above. 
Year 8 welcomed John Meech to our Assembly on Monday. Mr Meech trained as a chemist and is a member 
of the Royal Society of Chemistry, and he has worked at a senior level in international and blue-chip 
organisations. 
Mr Meech spoke about careers in STEM – Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths – and in particular 
developing careers in sectors such as preventing human 
environmental damage and antibiotic resistance. Students 
explored the skills, interests and personal attributes needs 
to really make a difference in these areas, and Mr Meech 
detailed a wealth of opportunities and pathways open to 
those aspiring to enter a STEM career in the future.  
If your child had any questions stemming (no pun intended!) 
from the presentation, please do encourage them to ask us.  
Our Community Assembly with Year 7 on Wednesday was presented by Mrs Marina, the Academy’s Career 
Lead. Students explored the differences between BTEC and GCSE courses and routes into further study. 
Dates for you Diaries: 
Thursday 15th December Parents’ Evening. If you need any help making bookings, contact 
Year8enquiries@theacademy.me 



 

 

 
Any enquiries, please contact year8enquiries@theacademy.me  
Ms Dutson and the Year 8 Team 
 

Mr Hawley says… This week year 9 council have met and 
discussed issues. Yesterday they went around school to decorate the school with 
anti-bullying flyers/bunting. 
Well done to Louis C & Raphael P for coming to the gym club, and to our Year 9 
student Parliament representatives for 
their hard work raising awareness and 
funds for Breast Cancer UK. 
The deadline to sign up for the World 

Challenge trip to Malaysia is next Wednesday 30th November. 
This is fantastic opportunity for all students, and one they will 
remember for the rest of their lives.  
Students are working their way through their careers booklets. 
Assembly this week was on anti-bullying week and the things 
the anti-bullying group has come up with to tackle bullying. 
Dates for you Diaries: 
Friday 9th December Christmas Movie Night 
 

Year 8 Academy Values Awards 

   
Louis R 
Max P 

Nathan Haw 
Teshnavi A 

Zoe U 

Alexandra M 
Carrick E 
Alaina B 

AJ M 
Abena B 

Mohammad S 
Ellie R 

Chloe M 
Chaitra G 
Harry T 

Weekly Form Competition 
Form Achievement Points: 

1. Nobel 1 

Individual Achievement Points: 
1. Gabrielle O 

2. Lily M 
3. Elliott P 

Form Attendance (%): 
1. Nobel 3 
2. Nobel 2 

3. Faraday 1 & Nobel 1 

Honourable Mentions: 
1. Chantelle W for making a huge effort this 

term 
2. All students who supported Odd Socks 

Day; we loved the fluffy ones! 
3. Anti-Bullying Ambasadors 



 

 
Any enquiries, please contact year9enquiries@theacademy.me  
Mr Hawley and the Year 9 Team 
 

Mr O’Leary says… The Year 10’s have had another busy week, 
tutor time has been full of activities based on Numeracy, Literacy and Careers.  
The year group have had a big push on careers and have recently been told about 
work experience. They will be receiving a letter in due course including details of 
when work experience 
will take place and 
what they will need to 
do to undertake this. 

Following on from an email that was sent 
recently regarding the Home School agreement, 
please can you read the Agreement – which is 
attached to this email - and complete the form 
here. 
  

Year 9 Academy Values Awards 

   
Alan P for outstanding work in 

science and always being 
respectful and helpful in class 

George N for always trying 
really hard in Geography 

Andrea P for the effort she’s 
put in to improving her attendance 
and always saying ‘good morning; 

and being polite 

Weekly Form Competition 
Form Achievement Points: 

1. Thorney’s Trap 
2. Nair’s Nightmares 

3. Franklin 2 (still in need of a new 
nickname!) 

Individual Achievement Points: 
1. Ella H 
2. Lily D 

3. Megan W 

Form Attendance (%): 
1. Binn’s Barnacles 
2. Nair’s Nightmares 

3. Franklin 2 (still in need of a new 
nickname!) 

Honourable Mentions: 
1. Louis C for overcoming recent adversity in 

school, improving his uniform and for 
always aspiring to be a better rugby player 

2. Andreea P for the effort she’s put in to 
improving her attendance and always 

saying ‘good morning; and being polite. 
3. Year 9 BTEC Music. Miss Kissick said: 

“They work really hard as well as 
independently/in groups and are really 

engaged/a pleasure to teach.” 



 
Assemblies:  
Assemblies are on Tuesday and Friday, students need to go to the amphitheatre on both days.  
Careers 
Year 10 will be looking at careers during tutor time and lessons. In tutor time this week, all tutor groups were 
identifying challenges and goal setting. Across the year there will be study higher meetings for the students to 
attend. PE Kit 
Please can we ensure students have their PE kits for the correct days. 
Dates for you Diaries: 
Thursday 1st December 2022 Parents’ Evening 
 

 

Tutor time 

Monday AD Updates – Mr O’Leary 

Tuesday Community Assembly – Mrs Marina – Careers 

Wednesday Numeracy – Week 10 – Bronze/Silver/Gold activity 

Thursday Literacy – Week 10 – Word of the Week 

Friday AD assembly – Mrs Michhiana – Work Experience 
 

Extra-Curricular PE & Sport Timetable Lunch Clubs 

Monday Netball, Basketball, Football Gym 

Tuesday Alternative Sports, Fitness, FightKlub Futsal 

Wednesday Girls Football, Fitness, Martial Arts  

Thursday Rugby, Fitness, Zumba, Academy Leaders, Football Basketball 

Year 10 Academy Values Awards 

   
Isabella B 
Quixote H 
Harry N 

Samuel M 
Myra Z 

Khadija A 
Harvey W 
Connor E 

Mia A 
Suliman H 

Aaditya A 
Nicholas B 

Finley C 
Harrison C 

Leo C 
Sophia D 
Abigail H 

Eda H 
Akisharra J 
Hannah J 

Ayesha A 
Tanatswa D 

Ben G 
Shannon H 
Theodore H 

Noah H 
Cody H 
Izza K 
Diya K 

Priseis K 



 
 

 
Any enquiries, please contact year10enquiries@theacademy.me  
Mr O’Leary and the Year 10 Team 
 

Weekly Form Competition 
Form Achievement Points: 

1. Franklin 2 
2. Faraday 2 
3. Faraday 1 

Individual Achievement Points: 
1. Eda H 

2. Tanatswa D 
3. Harvey W 

Form Attendance (%): 
1. Faraday 1 – 96.8% 
2. Faraday 2 – 95.6% 
3. Nobel 3 – 94.5% 

Honourable Mentions: 
1. Robert E 
2. Aaditya A 
3. Viktoria R 

For always being a credit to the Academy, 
trying hard every day and always being 

polite and respectful 

Mrs Leach says… The Year 11 bulletin this week is all about the 
upcoming mock exams.  
The Main Hall will be open from 8am for Year 11 students to revise in a calm 
environment. At 8:25am Curriculum Leaders for the exams will be in the Hall to 
conduct an Exam Booster, before the students make their way into the Hall for their 
exam.  
If an exam finishes after 10:30am or 12:55pm, students will be allowed to go 
straight to the Main Hall for an extended break or lunch.  

Mocks next week: 

Absence during the exam period 
• Your child must attend all exams that are allocated to them on their individual candidate timetable.  
• Misreading the timetable will not be accepted as a satisfactory explanation for their absence.  
• If they miss an exam due to illness, you must telephone the school. 

Mobile Phones, Smart Watches 
• Mobile phones, headphones, watches must be handed in when your child enters the exam hall.  
• Remember all devices must be turned off before handing them over. 
• At the end of the exam session the invigilators will let them collect their phones on their way out. 

Date Period 1 Period 2 Period 3 Period 4 
Monday 28th November Science Biology 

1hr 15mins (combined) 1hr 45 (Triple) 
Geography Paper 1 

1hr 30mins 
Tuesday 29th November Mathematics Paper 1 

1hr 30mins 
Media 

1hr 30mins 
Wednesday 30th 

November 
Enterprise 

2hrs 
Engineering Practical Group 1- 2hrs 

B-00-01 
Thursday 1st December Design Technology/Health & Social 

Care 
2hrs 

Drama 
1hr 30mins 

Friday 2nd December Computer Science 
1hr 30mins 

Spanish Listening 
35mins/45mins 

Spanish Reading 
45mins/1hr 



 
Drinks 
This year we are providing all Year 11 students with a clear water bottle. They are allowed to have a drink of 
plain water in the exam. 
We would like to wish all Year 11 students the best of luck with their mock exams.  
Year 11 Prom 
The letter for the Prom was sent earlier this week to all parents. You can pay the £10 deposit via Parent Pay. 
We appreciate that Prom can be a costly event for parents/carers so we have offered you all a payment plan 
for the ticket. 
Leavers Hoodies 
We are excited to announce that Leavers Hoodies are available to order now via 
the PL Schoolwear website: www.plschoolwear.co.uk Once on the website, click 
Aylesbury Vale Academy School Uniform. You will then see the leavers hoodies, 
please select the size, colour and add the name you would like printed on the 
back. Colours to choose from are: Navy, black, green, purple, grey, pink. Hoodies 
cost £24.50 and will be available for students at the Leavers Assembly in May. 
Sixth Form Presentation Year 11 will attend a presentation from the Sixth Form 
Curriculum Leaders during P5 and P6 on Thursday December 1st to develop an 
understanding of our sixth form courses at AVA.  
Curriculum Leader Top Tips 
To support the children with their upcoming mocks we have asked Curriculum 
Leaders to share their top tips on revision for the subject. Each week we will be sharing information from 
different departments on the lead up to the mock exams, this week Mr Cooper share his Top Tips for English 
Literature… 
 
 

Year 11 students will have a mock exam on December 12th, with 
Paper 2 on Modern Texts and Poetry. 
Section A: Modern Text – An Inspector Calls-There will be two 
questions to choose from in this section (character based or 
theme based) 
SECTION B: Poetry – Power & Conflict- Students will be 
presented with a select poem from the list of poem revised in 
lesson. The task will require students to compare the poem to 
another conflict poem with similar themes/ideas.  
SECTION C: Unseen Poetry- This section will have two 
questions and both are compulsory.  

How can your child revise?  
Your child can use the following links to help with their preparation: 
 

• Mr Bruff's playlist on YouTube are great for Power & Conflict 
• Various resources from revisionworld.com 
• Various resources from getrevising.co.uk 
• Scan these QR codes to boost revision done in class 
• Follow these 7 steps below to revise for Literature     

 
A free electronic copy of An Inspector Calls can be found here: An Inspector Calls 

 
 



 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any enquiries, please contact year11enquiries@theacademy.me  
Mrs Leach and the Year 11 Team 
 

Our Sixth Formers say… In a recent survey conducted 
by the Sixth Form prefects, this is what Year 12 said about our 6th form: 
"Classes are small which I believe helps us get the support we need. Teachers are 
very supportive and help us reach our potential."  
"It’s great and it has many facilities that other schools doesn't have like Gym, 
cooking room." 
"All Sixth form teachers are brilliant and really understand the students" 

"I enjoy the freedom of being able to have home study at the end of the day and being able to leave for lunch." 
"The access to facilities is great and being able to use laptops provided by the school can make working 
during free periods easier." 
"Best opportunity was being Managing Director of Young Enterprise company" 
"I enjoyed the farm trip." 
"I went on a trip to the NFTS (National Film and Television School) in Beaconsfield and i have to say it was 
one of the best trips I've been on." 
Any enquiries, please contact post16enquiries@theacademy.me 
Mrs Sharma and the 6th Form Team 

 
Thank you for all your support 

1. Remind yourself what you will marked on. 
2. Refresh your memory with study guides. 
3. Organise your notes.  
4. Re-read the texts. 
5. Discuss your ideas.  
6. Practise past papers.  
7. Review your notes. 

 


