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Year 10 into Year 11 Transition Evening
Parent & Student Information Guide

Welcome, and thank you for joining us this evening. This guide summarises everything covered

tonight — please keep it as a reference throughout Year 11. If you have any questions at any point,
do not hesitate to contact us.

Key Contacts

General enquiries ~ year10enquiries@theacademy.me

Mrs Weedon (Year  uweedon@theacademy.me

Lead)
Absence line Call before 8:30am on 01296 428551
Prefect Return forms to Mrs Leach by 3pm, Friday 5th June

applications

Attendance — Why It Matters

Excellent attendance and punctuality are among the most powerful things your child can do to

improve their GCSE outcomes. Our expectation is that every student maintains attendance above
98%.

95%+ attendance

almost doubles the odds of passing a GCSE

Missing just 10 days

of Year 11 halves the odds of achieving a Grade 5 in English & Maths (DfE research)

If your child is absent, please telephone 01296 428551 before 8:30am. If attendance drops below
98%, we will contact you to offer support.

Year 10 Pre-Public Exams (PPEs)
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PPEs run from 15th June to 4th July and cover all subjects. These are important for two key
reasons:

* They inform references and predicted grades used by sixth forms and colleges

* They give the most accurate picture of each student's starting point for Year 11

Please treat these with the same seriousness as the real GCSEs — the grades your child achieves
here will be seen by future providers.

Year 11 GCSE Exams

The real GCSE exams begin in May. Key dates to be aware of:
+ Exams start from mid-May across all subjects
* Most morning exams begin at 8:50am — punctuality is essential
+ Afternoon exams typically start at 1:30pm
* Results Day: provisionally Thursday 19th August 2027

The full confirmed timetable will be shared with you in advance. We strongly recommend your child
makes their own personal copy and displays it at home.

How the Academy Supports Revision

We are committed to embedding a strong revision culture from the very start of Year 11. Here is
what we have in place:
» Every student receives a revision pack — guide, stationery, and flash cards
* Whole-year and targeted revision sessions throughout the year
* Academic mentoring led by senior leaders
* Revision workshops for all students, with focused sessions for specific groups
» All staff supporting students in developing revision strategies and timetables
* Peer revision mentoring for students who demonstrate great academy values
» A Teams revision group with all resources available to every student
* Lunchtime revision room open every day
» After-school and lunchtime PE clubs to support wellbeing alongside study

Revision Tips for Students

Staying Motivated
+ Set small targets — and reward yourself when you hit them
» Keep your long-term goals visible (sixth form, college, dream job)
* Plan a treat for after exams
* Use a topic planner so you can see your progress
+ If a topic feels daunting, start with something easier to build momentum

Beating Procrastination
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* Turn off your phone, TV, and other distractions
* Revise in short bursts of 30—40 minutes

» Take regular breaks — they keep you focused
* Break revision into small chunks and just start

Effective Strategies
* Learn — Revise — Test: read, revise, then test yourself
» Past papers under timed conditions — one of the most effective methods
* Flash cards, mind maps, flowcharts, and post-it notes
* Read aloud — helps content stick
» Ask family members to test you
*  Work on all subjects, not just preferred ones

Recommended Revision Resources

The following resources are tried, tested, and recommended:

members.gcsepod.com/login — revision podcasts, playlists, and

GCSEPod (FREE) assignments across all GCSE subjects. Free for all our students.

samlearning.com — Centre ID: HP18AV | Username: date of birth

SAM Learning + initials (e.g. 100485SW) | Password: same as username

bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize — free GCSE learning materials

BBC Bitesize across all subjects
OnMaths onmaths.com — Maths practice questions and worked solutions
Maths Genie mathsgenie.co.uk — GCSE Maths by topic with video explanations
Free Science freesciencelessons.co.uk — Biology, Chemistry & Physics revision
Lessons videos
Access Tuition accesstuition.com — structured online Science tuition
MyMaths mymaths.co.uk — additional Maths practice
Vocab Express vocabexpress.com — Modern Foreign Languages revision
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unifrog.org — careers research and future pathways (also used for

Unifrog post-16 applications)

End of Year Celebrations

We believe in celebrating your child's achievements. Here is what is planned:
* Leavers Hoodies
* Leaver Picnic & Ice Cream
* Leavers Assembly
* Prom — end of June
* Results Day — provisionally Thursday 19th August 2027

More details on all celebrations will be shared before Christmas.

Careers & Future Pathways

Year 11 is an important time for your child to begin thinking seriously about their future. The
Academy will support them throughout, including:

*  Work experience — completed w/c 18.5.26

» Individual careers meetings with our careers advisor

* CV writing workshop

* Interview technique sessions

» Future Pathways talks from employers, colleges, and apprenticeship providers

» Sixth Form opportunities at AVA

» Careers skills embedded in tutor time

» Dedicated careers workshops

Options After Year 11
+ Sixth Form (A-levels) — at AVA or another school
» College — BTECs and other vocational qualifications
» Apprenticeships — earning while gaining qualifications
* T-Levels — classroom learning combined with industry placement

Applications to most sixth forms and colleges open in October/November of Year 11. We
encourage families to attend open days and to use Unifrog to research options early.

Year 11 Prefect Opportunity

Students can apply to become a Prefect in Year 11 — a fantastic opportunity to take on
responsibility, show leadership, and contribute to the school community.

Application Return forms to Mrs Leach by 3pm, Friday 5th June
deadline
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